“Blind or just don't want to see”

Stanly County, the NC Water Rights committee, and the Yadkin Riverkeeper, parroted by the Commerce
Secretary, Governor, and UNC-TV have attacked Alcoa principally with lies, half-truths, cherry-picked facts,
inferences (by all means, let's not forget inferences), and just plain made-up stuff. The Yadkin Riverkeeper's
latest is a webpage containing what he calls “Smoking Gun” documents showing Alcoa has known for many
years that it was dealing with toxic materials. Without the Riverkeeper's exaggerations and sensationalism,
they do show that, but they also show a company doing its best to comply with emerging and evolving
regulations as knowledge about toxic chemicals increased, and taking measures to protect its employees and
the environment.

This is a process every industry in the nation went through. In 1990, | worked for a company which had, at
one time in its past, creosoted railroad ties. They were, at that time, digging up all the contaminated soil and
having it hauled to approved waste sites.

One of the Yadkin Riverkeeper's “Smoking Gun” documents is an Alcoa internal memo from April 1997
regarding Alcoa's own discovery of PAHs in sediment beneath the Badin Lake swimming area. Last
November the Riverkeeper sent out a press release regarding the same memo, calling it “recently discovered”
(well, maybe to him) evidence that the company hid information, showing a pattern of deceit regarding its
environmental record. Naujoks went on to say “Alcoa acted as judge and jury in determining by itself that the
PAHSs (polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons) it found in the swimming areas and boating ramp of Badin Lake were
harmless to humans.”

With due diligence, Naujoks would have discovered that a credible outside consultant and Luanne K. Williams,
a Toxicologist with the state's Department of Environment, Health and Natural Resources, Division of
Epidemiology, had also said that the concentrations detected were comparable to concentrations found in
urban soil and should not pose a significant health risk. (memo from Luanne K. Williams to Sharon Rogers,
May 21, 1997) He also would have known that Alcoa held a public meeting with local government officials and
the story was reported on the front page of the Stanly News and Press on May 18, 1997. (Way to hide your
pattern of deceit, Alcoa!)

This is one of many, many, many examples of the Yadkin Riverkeeper's own pattern of deceit. There are far

too many problems in the world which need our attention to waste our resources on problems the Yadkin
Riverkeeper and his allies just make up!
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